A bit of Ancestry on the Duncan Side Based on Census Records

Census of June 22, 1880 Ash Grove, Illinois

Newell ? and Mary Duncan

Shows a boy (Asa ?) age 12 making his birth date circa 1868 (Born in August is hard to reconcile with both the age and the year of birth)

Residing in Ash Grove, Iroquois County, Illinois

This jibes with my memory of Grandpa Duncan telling us kids that  he was born in Watseka, Iroquois County, Illinois 

Watseka is the county seat and only a few miles from Ash Grove

Census of June 1900 Woodland Village, Summit County, Utah

Asa and Rilla Duncan 

Gives Asa’s date of birth as August 1869 and age as 30 ( Argues for 1869 date of birth)

Gives Rilla’s date of birth as May 187(4?) and age as 26

Shows Bob as born in 1897 and 2 years old

Shows Jay as born in 1900 and 3/12 years old (agrees with Dad’s birth date of April 7, 1900)

Census of February (?) 1910 in Weiser, Idaho

Asa and Rilla Duncan

Doesn’t give Asa’s age

Gives Rilla’s age as 35 (agrees a date of birth in May of 1874)

Shows Robert as 12, Jay W as 10, Mary as 7, Donald as 8/12 (?)

Census of 22-26 January1920 in Cambridge, Idaho

Asa had flown the coop and was blacksmithing in Joseph, Oregon

Rilla was head of the family with an age of 45 and place of birth as Kansas

Shows Robert as 21, Jay as 19, Mary as 17, Donald as 11 and Edith as 9

This is probably a couple of years before the time Dad told of his and Bob’s long hike from Cambridge to Joseph to live with Asa for a while (and probably try to get him to give some money for the family). Dad said he had brand new boots and by the time they got into Oregon his feet were so blistered that the only way he could walk uphill was by walking backwards.

